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meant little mors than two spur marks : D

on Russin's hide. = ook them (wo hours to plek as
He had to stir if he was to save l'.“ ; but at last
Persia %_ -5

bad lay helpless for the taking.

His radged line stood still gaszing
in wonder at him In the flush of his
new success, gaping belief, now, more
than ever of Usbeg All Khan's wild
story, that made him Alexsnder of
Macedon reincarnated. But he ecan-
tered down athong the spaced-out com-
panies, lstting the sunlight flash
along the blade of hia strange Jewel-
ed claymore, and his volce was lke
the cracking of great whips, aa he
made his will known, his seat In the

saddle that of a man who is obeyed

“Back!" he ordered, ‘Back .lo your

hills again®™

*Let them loot. behadur!” Usbeg All
Khan advised, riding up to Dick's

Dick wheeled on him, spinning his
big horse In one of those swift move-
ments that were as disconcerting aa

1hc{ were characteristic.
“l made you d

n o
What are you doing here? Take t'h'e
left wing and answer for your men's

behavior! Join yvour command. sir!™

Without another word he spurred to
< the far end of the other wing where
his seven hundred horsemen Wwere
drawn up end Andry Maecdougsl

leaned, swearing soft, endearing oath
at the machine gun.

“Where awa T ealled Andry.

“Where awa', Mr. Dicky?™

Dick reined id and the huge man

laid & hand on the charger's withera

ed bhore

fan. far

quick _m swithin - a week :ﬁh
5

Lt

to t
but the Afghan learned Httle.

Vv : “'k “&" - I:u:d‘o‘:h I;l‘é.kf
ever army kept!” com
“The man caught nodding dies! The
firal man to get information wins pro-
:t:tbn‘::_“ the spot! T'm short of good

e will watch the night birds
watch for mice¥ th.a'{)'promlnd.

o hours!™ sald el

o houre, and then reller for
four—then, two hours’ watch again!™

attended to, he and Ushf All walkad
ack through the gatherin
the foot oi the over ging cliff, where
Diek hud ordered a grass made
himnelf, raised on four claft sticks,
"I'm going to lle:r here,”” he sald,
“where they can find me gulekly Go
:.p'u where the men li¢; sleep until
ni"

"“Bahih, I -
“It 'f un order, Usbeg Al
Sa’ the Afghan went, regretfully—
almost resentfully—vet sore-syed
from long wakefulness, und soon his
snores sang second to Andry -
dougal's ping salutation to the
sleep god. e whole host was sleepln
almost before the sun went under. an
none but the shadow lurking outposts
saw four horsemen, one by one, go
racing along the pianin at chance, un-
certain intarvals.

Dick's orders were for silence and
no attempt was wade to shoot the
gallopers; three slipped by untouched.

nto a trap. They tripped his horse
with a pegged rope, and pounced on
{him to strip him, =2nd whether he
| broke hls neck In falllng or they
| broke it for him they reportefl him to
Dick as dead. When they had torn

“Back to d‘h‘. hills, Andry. Av® YOUT | cyery strip of clothing from his. body

men in hapd?

“Cu-ays!™

“Then lead the way! Lead off with
vour gun! Back along the way we
came!"’

“But—Mr. Dicky——"

“What ™

“Abgut Marie?™

“Ma%! Her that's wailtin® wumman |

on the princess yonder!”

Dick scowled at the horizon. A
cloud of dark dust curled and eddied
above a low hill and stampeding Cos-
sacks: beyond the cloud, he knew, was
the princess who" had Interfered ltldi
played with him until he was outlaw
who had once been proud Scots gen-
tleman. It was only human to connect |
the princess and her mald together in

one comprehensive loathing, and

had fallen vickim to Andry

of her devotion.
“Did you hear my order?

.lht{ Biscovered & letter tucked in his
|abck, and hurried to Dick with it
| quarreling as they ran as to who had

carned the reward, Dick—leaping |

' from his bed before they were within
ten yards of him—promoted all five
instantly.

Then he struck match after match,
|and burned his fingeras in his eager-

ness to read the message, chuck 1n$
110 himself and thanking the god of
adventurers because he kfhw:

L]

enough Russian to understand

fAfty words scrawled on a plece of un-
official paper. No need of an Interpre-
I‘ter'. No one to share the news! No-

mists wers rising to proclalm the

gargoyle +
charms—that she loved the huge man hour of prayer. he found Usbeg All

—and that she had already given prooﬁr

Khan—adventurer, idealist, true be-
lever—rising from a prayer mat fac-
Ing Metea

“Look!"” said Dick, pointing through

“Ay' Stan’ by y'r traces, there! Take|, pift |n the mist to the plain below.

hold!™

Fusszian reserve ammunition lay pile

jdarker bank of mist- amld the rest—
| half a thousand feet below, and ten
| miles distant—noiseless apparently.
and yet there was a hint of something

on commisariat wagons, horsed from | that suggestéd thunder.

the stables of Russian officers

trabad bazaars.

“Bismillah!™ he muttered in his
beard. “The fellow strokes his stub-
born chin, looks up once to heavemn,
and then knows what to do! I Tfell
im that I invented and the
tales prove true ones! 1 prophesy |
about him, and the prophecies come
true! Who am 1 that I should doubt
the hand of Allah! Nay—I am a sol-

tales of

dier and I have my orders!"

Ile rode like a thunderbolt., once up
and omece again down the line, shoul-
ing for close order: and since close
order presaged movement of some |

kin

they obeyed him readily enough

with the c¢limbing Infantry

He ordered the wounded taken from |
the wagons where they lay on the
cartridge boxes. He ordered bough lll-i

ters made for them, and told off car-

riers. Next, out came the cartridge

boxes, and he served out two hundred

rounds a man. There were thousands
on thous=ands of rounds left over, and

he had them packed on the horses.
Then he ordered:

“Hmaul the wagans by hand along

thiat ridge! Draw them up in line!™
They obeyed him, wondering. In full
view of the distant city they arranged

an barricade of wamons, 0\".!",111'11!1'?1!’.'”' Okhransa

them and locking each to each until
the whole was like a wall

“Now guard them for me until my |

“Forward'" he ordered, pointing to
hilla, and the cavalcade began o

At the far end of the other wing
1U'sbeg Ali swallowed his own thoughts
of plunder and forged Dick's will on
men whose ldeal might be Persia 11b-
erated, but whose !mmediate yearning,
1'ke his own, was for the loot In As-

ck halted where the foothills
rose sbruptly from the level land, and
the horses could no longer drag the
heavy wagons fast enough to keep up

“By the blood of Allah's prophet!™
said the Afghan. “Guns!"

“In a few hours ‘we will have
guns!” answered Dick.
- . - . - L] L]
Never, probably, since in the dawn
of ages' Asla first began to writhe
under the hates and Joves, the devil-
ish desires and passion-bred wars of
Individuals, had the hot plains out-
L A seen l.lri'c such as. rent

ess Olga arageorgovich
while Dick’s little army wound its
wl% toward the hills
“Cowardsa!” she screamed. “Curs'
e turned them, though it took
| two hours. She brouzhl them to a halt
at. Jast—raliled them-—faced them
about—and led them back; and how
she did It, only she knew. There were
men bekind her when she came whose
| faces sireamed blood where her whip
| lnsh had descended; there was an of-
| leer whose blood ran in his eyeas They
followed her like little heaten dogs,
tramping in fours as If In leash, too
dazed and frightened to remember
anything, or to 4o anything but obey
her dumbly and march numbly at her
bidding back to Astrabad.
They were challenged—brought to
'a halt outside the gate.
“Open!” she ordered, and the gate
sSwung
| 8o she rode im at the head of a 1it-
tle more than two half regiments,
recklass of the dead and dgng on the
laln outside and thoughtful only of
tussia’s grip that must be reclenched
on northern Persia. Gone was her
| passion for Dick Anthony—gone up in
|a blaze of anger and replaced by a
| hate for him that was inhuman in fits
| devilish determinstion. Gone wae the
thought of serving Dick by playing
—gone any hope of

| seeing him king.
Not a minuta did she waste. The

return!” Dick ordered, riding down to | wires were down and the Casplan

where the rear guard watched inqulis-
itively. Usbeg All stared wide eyed,

cables cut; she had the field all clear,
and none now wonld he likely to op-

but Dick bade him lead the advance | pose her orders. S8he seized new bulld-

guard now straight uop toward the |

alna
«ad off with the horse!™ he order-
“Throw out a screen ahead and on

ed.

elther flank. Walt for me unless I have

(‘.'lq"lit!'ll up before you reach the fifth
Dick shut his lips tight in a way

that Usbeg All was beginning to rec-

oznizse for the abrupt. blunt end of ar-

gument. He sajuted and rode away.
“Now! "Tention! Listen!"™

They had been leaning on thelr
rifes, but the crack and resonance
MNick gave his words brought them up

standing like drilled men.

“Yonder Is Astrabad there are not
many Russians left, but thoss we have
just worsted may rally and return.
They are llkely to. I am going on, a
day's march.from here. f you are
attacked you may send a man to warn
me, Meanwhile you—Yuasu?! Ali—com-
maend this redr guard. Stand here and
defend this position and these
wagons until -T come
ble to conceal
tonight; let the Russians know where
you are; and the best way to avold at-

tack will be to make the Russians
Y()E

1
Five minutes later, he left them

think you are more numerous than
are. To the wagons—forward—m:

digging trenches with whatever tools

they could improvise, and he rode
away with no ubt in his mind that

they would stay there. »

“Forward!” ordered Dick, riding to

the head of the réemaining infantry.
Up, up Dick Jed but said nothing and

answered questions, Not even when
they came on the advance guard, walt-
ing for them on the plateau, and Us-
beg All Khan rode back to report the
trall all clear, would Dick give any

detalls of his plan,
He called

& halt at last when he

]
redched the brow of a eliff that over-

bung the piain, and inted to a
frings of trees behlnd”whleh they

might lia and reat.

ings for the Cossacks, ralded the
bazears and seized an ample supply
of food, arrested twenty of the lead-
ing citizens, and thPpod them—set
Astrabad a-thunder with the prepara-
tion for mew, resolute beginnings.

Then, looking out toward the foot-
hills from a high muezzin's towar, she
saw Dick's line of wagons and believed
that he Intended to entrench himself
in that position.

«“Jdlot!™ she laughed, gazing through
binoculars. “He walts for me! I must
smash the ‘wagon barricade with

guns™
1 But the ns had been sent to

harry Dick In his former fastness up
in the Elburzs mountains.

“Gallopers!” she ordered. "Four! No,
sx™

She wrote &  Jetter, &nd made six
copies of It, ordering the ns to
hurry back and not wait for their es-
cort, explaining In fifty words that
{ Dick Anthony was entrenched near

back. Don't trou- | . d that therefore the road
yourselves. Light fires R, W K e h

below the foothlillsa must be clear. Bhe
sent them one at a time at intervala,
in case of accidents. Two ~ot by un-
observed. The following (ii"se were
Been.

| It was the last man whose letter
| reached I.‘;ilek :\nthgar. = = 2

Wredthed in the rising mist, Dick
Anthony stood sllent on the cliff's pro-
jecting lip and gased through bil-
noculars.

“Bahadur!” saild Usbeg All, drawing
nearer now respectfully, yet somehow
with a hint of insolence. He was an-
;'rs that he had not been consulted.

lekk closed his binoculars, -n.l‘ppul
them in their sling case, and faced
Usbeg -All at last with & good hu-
mored smile that made the Afghan
wish he had not spaken.

“T'll_trouble ‘yau to get Your men in
hand Usbeg All. Get a thousand hid-
den along that ridge.to ‘our right—
that ri that nugcs out across the

o campfires now! No watchfires| plains. You'd better hnrr{-—mi n-
tonight! No nolse! ong# * bou Irru‘k:i
mu.:nd — 'ml;;“:onr rati ners won't be 1 a ast,

He!™ he or-

*Bahadur, T am second | s
may 1 not know oo P aaked

the
U:zltl.. “A
s - m!llkal‘ylnhttly;

again, a he judged such poet-
100 fresly fed. Dick manid Bl ot
quist—incurious—at EMS:

“There's no secrét, Usbeg AN. Iye

Walt! Play a walting game!

thay get well within rm:z. open ;:
25T e, 8 SR, il 12
.nu'crui with a r%una or _two, E‘n

'em to me then. Don't follow

‘em nt But don't break
o, whils the gunners ats thel

b&akfut. there betwsen them

nﬁm‘m a long of Persiane

who had a crow or two to pick with
A trumpet Lelsurely tne

mm reins and mount-

nonig companles,
r men w eyes were
..4'33&:“: I_'O-lllt_ tm t to |

led his seven
a walk behind
the Russians
en bodies of an

red horse

the other gldg'a.“%'so.
:1::1:3 ud“:b::l‘:lal unsuspicious of
the fact. y

When the last fixed post had been |
& gloom to |

'fm: body
for the juckals finished It that ni
the batiery continued to
ndvance, sublimely Ignorant of twitch-
ing fingers curled over triggers and
Burted-to the (Seting of s

0 the testing of &a_canny, care-
ful Bcot. The Cossacks 1

“Bhe belisv

L “ Y Behind
that nw.qr.grask TN & B
TRensoning, in her % utg.c'w "

= lon_ she “coi make wns
e |
1t guns and then slip back to

his mountain - top where he. would
think that he was safe. -

¢ wrote another message and sent
wt ore ;'u.!lnpcn careering through
the night, and this time sach‘'bore =a

little map that showed the line of | 4

Dick's probable retreat. The infantry
were told, instead of following the

ns, to climb into_the footbills—hunt
hurhmck'- trell—and lle on it In am-

ush.

Feverish hands, she knew, were la-
boring at the wires that had been
cut. Within an hour from midnight
ahe o;gected to be in touch again with
Petersburg and the secre swift-
pulsing heart of half the world's
zuuhar{. The Okhrana, them would
bhave to know what the outecome of the
plan was to use IDMek Anthony.

The thought was disquieting.

But that thought brought others,
and it seemed to her she had won!
From the first the plan had been to

busy taking stock
the captured w
penred over the
—halted in doubt—and was brought
own at long range by a rifleman.

Within ten minutes the dead man
had been stripped and his lefter was
on its way to Dck. In the princess’
usual style the letter was unaddress-
ed, though it bore her scrawled in-
itials. Dick tore it ogcn-—-rn.d the
message to the Cossack Infantry, or-
dering them to take to the hills and
lle In ambush there—frowned, folded
it, tled it In & cleft stick i & way thet
is customary all through the east—
and called a horseman.

“Taks this letter. Ride until you
find the Russian infantry. Give it to
their officer commanding. 8Say you
had it from the Princess Olga Kara-

| Eeorgovich!®

Within an hour Marie Mouquig's

{80 the “fourth | man, riding within)
|sound of the thirds hoof thunder, |
s| ruhered confidence. He rode full pelt |

ody, then, to warn the Ruasians! For |
the hundredth time Whis trick of keep- |
B.h-:g silent had served him well!

o ¢ Tor the moment {Mats the “"‘“"l;ﬁ“ dawn, when the drifting. xrny-t

fixty tired men sprang from the | Something moved, slowly, liks a

ground to do his bidding instantly,
and IHMck rode on to where all the

them bégan to sing.
people have—that

last | oo

| afrald, to a palace that

Heads appeared

blood run, cold were ralsed In a
sudden storm of sound.

The Russians unlimbered and got
Into action with a speed that did them |
there were enough men |
left to man each n and send a with-

its way across

But Andry's machine gun opened on
them pip-p-p-p-ip-ip-ip-p-pip-plp-pip!
In a storm of bullets that seemed to
slit the very universe Iin fragments,
and that rattled off the barrels of the
guns like halil on 'a window, the Cos-
sacks hooked their teams up,
and fled—back in the direction of the
mofntains—back to meet
be hurrying hot foot to
catch up to them.

They rode straight toward Dick An-
half his seven
hundred, and rode strai

There was sword
Buns were taken. majo
sacks, maddened at losing the battery
that represented all the pride he had,
and met him halr
The odds were

singled out Dick
blade to blade.
on Dick Anthony the
touched points.

But rushed to his ma-
jor's aid, and Dick’s
hamstrung an
ers:on shot the Cossack dea
but the Russian m
sword missed Dick b
& breath of air.
* he wyelled: but
Dick no opportunity to yield.
hnirode in with a rush,

an

Dick sprang. If a man may be sald
to epring whose movement ls too quick
t ssed the horse in front, and
selzgad the major's leg. H

on and Dick's grip was

The next thing that the
o . Ihal Dlpk'tu ro:‘:. \;n on
m and a cluymore's two- e int
was at his throat. 5 R
Dick called half a dozen men and
ordered one of them to snatch
major's sword away.
d him hand and foot!"
He looked onee keenly at all
them, memorisin
that hs could p
of & thousand

mi™ .
He bhad time to look
nd h

ve t s
& nh:n‘bl:- and hll._vlutg
Midnight found the
" ovi chi

Ing at the distant Persion
tgzmhm“;-nw of

i

“Then, take that, sir!"

tunics—Iit their plpes—and some of | make Dick Anthony an outlaw, so that !
| Russia—or rather the Okhrana that is |
It was that other sense all savage | Russia’'s bane—might have excuse for
intuition | bringing down more troops to Persia.
of Impending danger that brought the | What more excuse was wanted for the |
uard to a halt at last with- | invasion o‘ Persia by an army corpa?
red yards of the ridge. They !
haited first, and then an officer calleq |
“Halt!” without exactly knowing w
The order had but left his i
a rifle shot made the word
one; and then instantly the whole long
ridge became & line of spurting flame
theére was no advance guard any
longer—only a row of
stood patiently and one
that galloped back.

Ehe began to see now that her ven-

eance on Dic n ¥ |
g k _Anthoiy msight M.Andry drew out a Jetter from the

accomplished better while at the same
nmﬂe making her own position doubly
ring with the Okhrana

Threugh the dark, stiding streets
she ran swiftly, though entirely un-
had hren as-
signed to her for quarters befora she
and Loe mlilitary came to loggerheads

| R t -
above the ridge, and yells that m-deéa';-i:’ad r;.o-n 'hr:v l:igl’;. tﬁ‘e‘rle w‘:::
| papers that contained the whole Rus-
| #ian_ depositions as well as a chart
| of Persia's weaknesses.

She opened the box now and chuck-
led as she drew her finger over the

| map, sweeplng every other minute at
| the moths that fluttered against the

lamp or fell singed on her secret pa-
pers. Suddenly she slipped the map
back in Its envelope and called her
maid.

“8it there!™

The princess pointed to a chair at
one end of her desk, and the mald sat
g:r“' leaning both elbows in front of

“Write!"

With deft fingers, now, she look
dictation, writing in longhand, but
80 ®wiftly gthat the princess scarcely

had to paiMe. The princess spoke with

her eyes on the wall In front—as if

the were focusing the future—and she |

did not notice that Marie Mouquin

, had Inserted carbon paper underneath

the sheet ahe wrote cr.

Bheet after sheet was fllled. Bheet |

after sheet was lald on the blotter;
but n carbon copy of each sheet fell
in the mald's lap, and in a moment
when the princesa paused to think,
shifting in her chair restlessly and
Elancing to a shuttered window, the
Eheets were rolled up and slipped into
a stocking.

At dawn, they brought word that
the wires had been repaired. By that
time Olga Karageorgovich had a mes-
sage ready, written In godn and hers
was the first message that went
through. It stated after asking that
the army corps be started on its
crawling way, that a letter wi
fuller and important details followed;
and the letter started, one hour later,
In the pocket of & man whose orders
were to kill as many horses as he
cbuld by galloping.

But before dawn, another messenger’

had gone off in a different direction;
he bore a copy of the princess' letter,
and the original of her secret map.
Stowed with them In the envelops
was a sheet on which the maid had
poured her heart out lp what wshe
thought perfect English, and the whole
wns addressed In a rambling hand to
Monsieur MacDoogle, chez Monsieur
Iilch.ard enthf.;ny. i 2 j:

“Modern “gnnl bahadur!” exulted
Usbeg All, u.rl{o automatie! Non-re-
colling—no need re-aim after eacwm
shot! A little Intri , the han-
ism, yes—but shooling with =such xunl
Is easier to teach! Maneuvring? Ah—
that Is different, but we have pickees
our best men; they can already ride,
and the are ! We are an
army, now, ba ur-—mw

But Dick knew they were ve
indeed from belng an army ye e
knew that two re nts of im

{try wg‘ hu o overtake

ust uglt:ud and that
must deal with these regiments
within a few hours,

The had all lhﬁuho
not. m‘l‘M! ?‘ﬁi l:t“n am‘g o8

wirel ) t at any time,
he seroplanes

him down;

| ed. “Look here, U

'throuih his benrd and etriv

messengar rode into view and threw
up his hands in the nick of time
He gave Andry a. big envelope, and
Andrcy passed If to Dick without so
much as looking at it
“It's yours,” said Dick. *“Open it!"
One by one, with awkward fingers
that were more used to heavy labor,

French mald to himself, a folded map
and twelve sheets of closely written
carbon copy. He passed everything to
Dick except the letter.

Dick sat on an ant-hill, uring
over/the map and comparing I{ pars-
graph by paragraph and line by line
with the carbon copy of a letter, his
eves glinted as he recognized the un-
mistakable genuineness of the map
and letter, both: he recognized careful
workmanship, anmd most I(ngenlous
pains-in the provision for a constant
succession of brl Iﬂtf on the march
southward. An with an Instant
genius that is born in a few men, and
that eannot even be acquired by most,
he laid his finger on the wesk spot
before he had turned two pages.

“Look here, Anr}r{'?' Dick exclaim-

sbeg All! Where's
Usbeg All? Send him here. Look at
this, boih of you. See? This is the
tragk’ of the gunboats and other

| steam eraft that are to bring the first
|division by water. They're to dealiver

their loads in Astrabad bay and then
return for more. See what It says

here? Shallow water' Bee this foothote?

‘“Water growing shallower every y=ar.'
Note the provision for finats and ns
tive craft to be collected and kept ia
Astrabad bay to help the troops

ashore?
The Afghan was staring at the map
over Dick's shoulder, runm“f fingers
ng hard

to make sense of what was altogether

latrm:ﬁ to him.
(W

e it and look at it!" said Dick,
pushing the map into his hands. “It's
all planned for an advance, isn't it?
Do you see the slightest preparation,
anywhere in one partioular, for a re-
treat? What would happen for -in-
stance, If it were attacked from this
direction?

“In the name of Allah the Compas-
sionate, bahadur, this s the gift of
God! The Russians are dellvered into
on{ﬂh?“; ite, Usbag All! Bu

ot yet quite, Usbag ! 4
see the |dea? They've made a foll of
us—they've used us as & good excuse
for the advance: and once they get
here—provided we stay still—the
have us shut in at their mercy. t
we needn’t stand stillk. We can take
the fight to Russia, and that my
friend, is what we are going to begin
doing this afternoon!

“‘LUsbeg All," continued Dick. “hurry,
gk and pick me out the best four

undred men we have—four hundred die-
hards to lend on a forlorn hope!™

“Wil you invade Russia with four hun-
dred?’ laughed the Afghan.

“‘Surely,” sald Dick. 1 want you and
the rest to heold those two Cossack regi-
ments in check behind us.™
Ll L] - - L - -

There Had been too many m
too much ordering and counter order-
ing, for the officer commanding the
two Cossack ments not now to
be thoroughly on guard.

. His scouts reported the approach of

Dick Anthony's men long before half

of his pre guonl for an ambush
[

were

- firt be at on
Dat B served him to de lHtle Seers
than diselose to Dick the nature and
%ﬁ".&&a‘lﬁ"&n et he Diehs
well take his four hundred ho; -
men A , for this was a clear
h!'!‘y the i ‘g visioned {1

wagons, he's pro

8 tﬂ-“u'alm .uﬂ Lay slege :',

B M see Taat T LS

of & sentry half & mile ll:tm
reached the barricade

He rode on with scarcely a word to
the sentry, and hian men flled after
him by two In sllence.
“Salua bahadur! said a deep
voice whan fhe barricade was near,
o N‘rn’-nt Aur

- ve ffty of
t

. Then take the res
|and hurry te Usbeg All's aid. He
| needn you'!"

I “Where," bahadur”
| _“Back along the
| TuTuow.—m.iﬂ!lf."

road we came

- -

Olga rovich took hold of
the reins of government in Astrabad
| and held them with a grip that would
| have done credit to a practised ruler
of another sex.

She had enough men therd"to hold
the place now alnst any new =t-
tempt Dick was likely Lo make, bpt
| mot enough men by & long way to Jet
her dare assume the oﬂﬁmlu until
the guns should come.

She sent Lel m after talegram to
Russia along the mended wire, urging
that the army corps be started om its
WAY.

In proof of how careful thse Rus-
slan plans had all been lald for in-
vasion of Persia when ooccasion offer-
ed, gunboats with troops on rd
began to arrive and drop anchor In
the bay the day after her telegram
was sent

Bhe was seized with a ya;rnlug to
have it out with Dick—te capture hi
and torture him and kill him with her
own fingers before the army corps
should coms to rob her of her re-
venge. The sight of his dead body
would not be enough for her. She,
she—must kill him with her fingers!

Then she saw dust and a column
on the sky line. She sept gallopers to
tell the guns to hurry. Gasmng from
a tower through strong glasses, she
knew mnearly as soon as tha gallop-
ors that the gunmners had left their
guns behind and were trudging as
another regiment had done, wespon-
less, ashamed! Now she knew that

behind that row of wagons after all!

And, ring from behind the
wagons, ck laughed, In that strange
unmusioal infectious note of his ia
about three keys and without & word
of explanation.

¥ could see, bit by bit., the whole
pusile plecing itself together into the
shape he wanted. He could ens what
move the princess was llkely to make
next; and his laugh rang like a bell
as he saw the smoke of a falr-sized

ine.

while a littie forece of sallors, marines

of all except thelr engineers. en,
when the new force marched in, the
old and far more numerous force

elge utterly destr them.

As they marched Dick watched them
closely. He had seen the men brought
from the gunboats by the shore He
saw the city gates closed and the few

his right front and the bay on his
left, he saw everything and read be-
tween the lipes. Later, he saw the
new, big gunboat dro% her anchor in
the mud and almost her whole crew
landed to be marched into the city.
Russia was at her old game—ad-
vanting! No thought of & retreat or

At night, with steam hissing gent
ly through the safety valves in proof

of oll fuel's superi
they all slept except for a man or
two who watched the gages In the en-
gine rooms

Dick's orders were given so silent-
Iy that only the company officers
gathered round him could hear them.

been_told to leave behind were lemy
now ~in charge of the horses. and

led In silence to the shore, where they
hid in deep shadows Fifty men were
sent to cut the wires again; for mow
it was Dick's turn to wish secrecy.

and went In search of small boata It
was two hours after dark when the
keel of the last small boat discover-
able grounded between reeds and a
volea said:

“All ready new, bahadur!™

With a little  splashing and oar|

bumping, which made Dick and the

craws, the five sadvanced units of Hus-
sla’'s Caspian  fleet were surrounded
one by one. Dick blew & whistle, and

late. The bigger

ed and then flared, full-on. But by
that time Dick was up the side of hes
—on deck with his sword drawn, and
each of the other gunboats was In
like predicament

“Below with you! Get below!” com-
manded Dick, and the thinned-out
crews obeyed. They showed less re-
sentment and more curiosity than the
military—more disposition to change
masters without troubling themselves
about it.

But even Dick, who knew what to
axpect, was surprised at the readiness
with which he was obeyed. The en-

ine room crews were utterly outnum-

red, and in the bowels of the big-
a8l of the gunboats—that oen which
ek held the ‘wheel—there was

im, tremendouzx Andry with a rifie
m hi= hand to see thai the bridge
signals were answered instantly; but
there wns no opposition anywhere.
The men on the other four gunboats
obeyed the orders of Dick's deputies
as readily, and got up anchor with-
out walting for a taste of force
Threats were sufficient.

Dick led the way on the biggest of
five gunboats through the windiog
shoal of Astrabad bay and out to open
water while the city hind him stared
at the row of watch fires ha had Jeft
dancing before upturned wagons. Be-
fore midnight., he was out of sight
of land, strriu by compass, and very
#::els taiow by the rest in single

80 he steamed with the wind behind
him, ordering his men to study the
bow machine guns and bri ammuni-
tion for them up on T his

o
amazement, & Russian gunner left
board as night wnteallu ﬁhntoﬂﬂ

—_—

Dick had fooled her; that he wasn't|

nboat lifting over the ssaward sky- |

marched out, hot foot in an attempt |
to reach the two regiments before ®lse L0 see because the man was huge
Dick Anthony could capture them or|&nd Marle Mouguln's Inches were all

The fifty men whom Yussef All had:
jand drew a knife. Bhe polsed it

| almed it for tem seconds while Dick
company by company the rest were |sat and smiled at her—and hurled ft
| at him. But he ducked and the knife
| went whizzing past Andry's bhead as

Fifty more men laid down their arms |

company commanders curse, but Jdid |
not disturb the drowsy gunboat |

T
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storm’s ris-
to be n.h‘l;"
oughit te turm

:
;
¥

i

close ‘br
hﬂhﬂ that moved thelr Iol-':

r
ns hie. Buddenty o
::ro.lnu‘ out from a m:::n ?f
#tream of lead went whlslft‘:w
mottlth.&ntnﬂnhlum
‘."mt, ln-ut]y the nhips that were
- owing Dick's opened up with all
%o:k‘:;'m?"r had—a mcore of rifles
lut’o R c;@ ru_n. turning the storm
urt as the Spanish A -
feated by the weather '3:"-;'1.-?.2

‘
i

to himeelf. He pursued the Russians

::gl‘ht‘h:‘rlnv&r:t omt‘und all ltlt:r!

con ¢

°“u ..1:2' thﬁm. ition, Dick drew

n all hi=z  seamanshi t

lead his lttle strin h’gh 4

the shelter of the 1-“ et on
he had chased the Russians

Before dawn, the storm dled down
& little—not enough for comfort, but
enough for safely's sake. He ordered
the anchors up at once wnd steamed
away before the crews of the strand-
od Russian ships could recognize him
?;“t.ell I‘dl:l!n direction he took. And be-
A“{‘!;!‘d _ho steamed into sight of

“Run the boats ashore outside the
bay!™ he ordered “Then blow them
up. Let the engineers and crew bring
thelr things ashore, but keep them
prisoners—they'll be useful in an hour
or two."

- - - - - - -

News of Dick's coming was reported
in Astrabad by the ru“lr of nrp: oy -
floﬂnnm and by that tUme Dick had,
n all. nearly two hundred prisoners
He marched them 14 the row of
wagons on the hillside“and thon sent
& mounied man to the city with a
hﬁ of truce and word that he was
willing to exec &

“Tell Mm I will treat with him d&i-
rect!™ the princess amswered

The man rode bask with her mes-
sage and Dick frowned

Ride back'™ he ordered “Tell her I
will come and meet her half way, with
one man. provided she shows my forty-
three alive outside the wall first™

S0 the princess made & virtue of
Necessity and rode out with her maid,
follow at a distance by Dick's forty-
three.

Dick dld not dismount He touched
his forehead, since he wore no hat
and then met the princess eys to eyve

“Is_this & decent note to send to a
Indy ™ ‘she asked in French, holding
out & plecs of paper from Dick's mem-
orandum book that he bhad given te

| the gunner major.

Dick emiled.
‘These men are murderers’ ™ ghe

The commanding officers refused to | read, “and this officer done his
march out of Astrabad unti]l the men | Dest to kill me. I can imagine no
from the gunboats had marched in, |
and thou she stormed at them and|!hem to your tender mercy. Do your
threatened them they stuck to their |
point. Bo there was a long delay & decent letter, Dick™

worse fate for elther than to leave
best or woret. Dick Anthomy, Is that

t's the matter with 1tT™ Dick

and nondescripts was got together on | &sked. “How did you treat them?
the shore and the boats wers stripped | Look at them!”

Then, | _He could have bitten his tongue off
| the next Instant, for she turned be-

fore he meant her to and—saw!
She saw Andry, and there was lttle

-w:_otheroﬂ in his vast embrace
Have you & chaplain in Astrabad™

| arked Dick.

The princess smiled sweetly as an
angel; so Dick knew he might expect

defences manned by newcomers. Half- | new deviltry
way, as he was, between the city on | o

- d?‘l he said, sternly
. Ant set the mald on her feet
and stood upright The girl sobbed
&8s she drew her first long breath in
minutes.
“Get to your place behind me™
“Now.,” sald IMck. “We mre here to
exchange prisoners. I offer all I hold
of your men against my forty-three

the need for covering one entered the | ¥ou have brought out with you'

head of any one connected with the |

business. i?’hnct:{ back and motioning them
- { forwa w

“Take your forty-three'™ =he said.

ith her srm
The poor devils were so sore ang

of readiness for all (.;_ontlnscnclu and | famished they could scarcely begin to
ority over coal |march, but they dragged themseives

forward and each touched the eartl

| a5 he passed Dick

“That ends the parlev, then'™ sald

| the princess

“Since you r 50, answered Dick
“Then, take at, sir’”
Bhe plunged her hand into her breas

the big man rushed forward to pr
tect hlshmn-lur.
80, the pariey's over, Is §t*" 1} h-
ed Dick. -~
He looked down at the flag of trucs
that she had fung to the earth He!
horse was sgtanding on it He tossed

|hie own down and Ilaughed Ehe

screamed, for she konew & turn eor
eventis was coming that she was not
srong enough to cope with, She whee

ed her horse and spurred him. ULut
Dick selzed her rein, and she looked
up into his eves again, fashing her
hate of him. but conscious of the fact

| that she was at his mercy
at once the small boats all headed tn- |
ward. An alarm was shouted, long too | smiled DMck, “and she seems to want

nq‘ ts  siren | him. So he's going 1o have her”
screamed and her searchlight fiicker- |

“My man Andry wants your majd "™

The princess stared up at Dick, but
-Iumd'l no:.‘ l!\lw;l‘
“She needs a chaperon” said Dic
“Dick. What d'you mean™ -
Dick recognized the mew note in her
voice, and his own changed Instantly
*“1 mean exactly what I say! Take
your girl, Andry'™
More amased than ever the princess
been, Andry wtepped forward
and  obeyed.
Diok sciod 1
ck seized the princess’ bridle i
and started back toward whfre r;“r:
own men walted. She iried to throw
herpelf from the saddle, but he saized
her around the waist and sines

|Amlrr‘n gl would follow him without

regasion, the giant left her to girid
de the princess’ horse A'L“"
“You vizen!™ Dick called her: and
that was the hardest thing he had ever
led a woman to her face. “You ve
all -your trumpe awny when you t{;.tw
that knife at me! You'll come now to
the mountains and protect your maid's
Ene e o was
- not answer. She
with rage and fear. Dick roded:?::
her at a walk until he reached the

cade.
“Now, burn .E.hm wagons!™ he or-

'Within ten minutes the lo
n ten minutes t ¥ f
wood and whesls was all nmt.u..:d
the prinocess looked past it at the Cas-
pian, ha.ud whose Waver was IMoe-
Ela and world of intrigue and jux-
ury that she loved Her eyes were
wet, but Dick laid & hand on her arm
and r.




